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60 Readings And Poems For 

Wedding Ceremonies 
 

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways... 

 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 

My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 

For the ends of Being and ideal Grace. 

I love thee to the level of every day’s 

Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light. 

I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 

I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 

I love thee with a passion put to use 

In my old grief’s, and with my childhood's faith. 

I love thee with a love I seemed to lose 

With my lost saints, --- I love thee with the breath, 

Smiles, tears, of all my life! --- and, if God choose, 

I shall but love thee better after death. 

 
I Love You 
        (Author Unknown) 

I love you. 

You are my best friend. 

Today I give myself to you in marriage. 

I promise to encourage and inspire you,  
to laugh with you, and to comfort you 

in times of sorrow and struggle. 

I promise to love you in good times and in bad, 

when life seems easy and when it seems hard, 

when our love is simple, and when it is an effort. 

I promise to cherish you, 

and to always hold you in highest regard. 

Any of these 60 beautiful 

passages can be 

incorporated into the 

ceremony created especially 

for you.  

You and your partner select 

your favorite(s), make note 

of its number, and choose 

the ceremony you want it to 

be a part of. 
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These things I give to you today, 

and all the days of our life. 

************************************************** 

What Greater Thing 
                        (George Eliot) 

 

What greater thing is there for two human souls, 

than to feel that they are joined for life- 

to strengthen each other in all labor,  
to rest on each other in all sorrow, 

to minister to each other in all pain, 

to be one with each other 

in silent unspeakable memories ... 

************************************************** 

 

Apache Prayer 

_____and _____ 

Now you will feel no rain, 

for each of you will be shelter for the other. 

Now you will feel no cold, 

for each of you will be warmth to the other. 

Now there will be no loneliness, 

for each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons, 

but there is only one life before you. 

May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead 

and through all the years. 

May happiness be your companion, 

and your days together be good and long upon the earth. 

 

 

To Love is Not to Possess,  

                   by James Kavanaugh  

(*This reading is truly beautiful in any setting but this readings references to the ocean make it a fav 

for seaside ceremonies.) 

To love is not to possess, 

To own or imprison, 

Nor to lose one's self in another. 

Love is to join and separate, 
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To walk alone and together, 

To find a laughing freedom 

That lonely isolation does not permit. 

It is finally to be able 

To be who we really are 

No longer clinging in childish dependency 

Nor docilely living separate lives in silence, 

It is to be perfectly one's self 

And perfectly joined in permanent commitment 

To another–and to one's inner self. 

Love only endures when it moves like waves, 

Receding and returning gently or passionately, 

Or moving lovingly like the tide 

In the moon's own predictable harmony, 

Because finally, despite a child's scars 

Or an adult's deepest wounds, 

They are openly free to be 

Who they really are–and always secretly were, 

In the very core of their being 

Where true and lasting love can alone abide. 

 

Where There Is Love  
                 (by Helen Rice) 

Where there is love the heart is light. 

Where there is love the day is bright. 

Where there is love there is a song. 

To help when things are going wrong. 

Where there is love there is a smile, 

To make all things seem more worthwhile. 

Where there is love there’s a quiet peace. 

A tranquil place where turmoils cease. 

Love changes darkness into light 

And makes the heart take wingless flight. 

Oh, blessed are those who walk in love- 

They also walk with God above. 

************************************************** 
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The Day 
                          (Author unknown) 

 

May this be the start of a happy new life 

That’s full of special moments to share. 

May this be the first of your dreams come true 

And of hope that will always be there… 

May this be the start of a lifetime of trust 

And of caring that’s just now begun… 

May today be a day that you’ll always remember 

the day when your hearts become one… 

******************************************* 

That's Wonderful Love 
                                  By Ravi Sathasivam 

 

How wonderful to win your heart with a smile 

How wonderful to kiss your lips with hopeful 

How wonderful to get your heart with love 

How wonderful to see your soul in me 

How wonderful to laugh with your sweet words 

How wonderful to hold you tight and kiss gently 

How wonderful to fly with you to the dream land 

How wonderful to drive you through the mountain valleys 

How wonderful to be with you within four walls 

How wonderful to give you what you look for 

How wonderful to hug you and keep you in my arms 

How wonderful to wear our wedding rings on our wedding day 

How wonderful to bind your love to last forever. 

************************************************** 

 

Why Marriage? 
by: Mari Nichols-Haining 

 

Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person, 

With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body... 

 

Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me, 

Who won't hold them against me, 

Who loves me when I'm unlikable, 
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Who sees the small child in me, and 

Who looks for the divine potential of me... 

 

Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night 

With someone who thanks God for me, 

With someone I feel blessed to hold... 

 

Because marriage means opportunity 

to grow in love – in friendship... 

 

Because marriage is a discipline 

to be added to a list of achievements... 

 

Because marriages do not fail, people fail 

when they enter into marriage 

expecting another to make them whole... 

 

Because, knowing this, 

I promise myself to take full responsibility 

For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness. 

I create me, I take half of the responsibility for my marriage 

Together we create our marriage... 

 

Because of this understanding 

The possibilities are limitless. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Reading by Mark Twain:    
This is perfect as part of the greeting, or anywhere in your ceremony: 

Perhaps Mark Twain expressed the significance of this day best when he wrote: 

 

This will be the mightiest day in the history of our lives, the holiest, and the most generous 

toward us both -- for it makes of two fractional lives a whole; 

It gives to two purposeless lives a work, 

And doubles the strength of each whereby to perform it; 

It gives to two questioning natures a reason for living, 

And something to live for; 

It will give a new gladness to the sunshine,        TOP 
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A new fragrance to the flowers, 

A new beauty to the earth, a new mystery to life; 

And it will give a new revelation to love, 

And a new depth to sorrow, a new impulse to worship. 

On this day the scales will fall from our eyes and we shall look upon a new world. 

 

Reading from "Captain Corelli's Mandolin"  
                                   (Louis de Bernières 1994 novel, 2001 film).  

 

Love is a temporary madness, 

it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides. 

And when it subsides you have to make a decision. 

You have to work out whether your roots have so entwined together 

that it is inconceivable that you should ever part. 

Because this is what love is. 

Love is not breathlessness, 

it is not excitement, 

it is not the promulgation of eternal passion. 

That is just being "in love" which any fool can do. 

Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away, 

and this is both an art and a fortunate accident. 

Those that truly love, have roots that grow towards each other underground, 

and when all the pretty blossom have fallen from their branches, 

they find that they are one tree and not two. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Union  
                   by Robert Fulghum 

 

You have known each other for years, through first glance of acquaintance to this moment 

of commitment. At some moment, you decided to marry. From that moment of yes to this 

moment of yes, indeed, you have been making promises and agreements in an informal way. 

All those conversations that were held riding in a car or over a meal or during long walks — 

all those sentences that began with “When we’re married” and continued with “I will” and 

“you will” and “we will” — those late night talks that included “someday” and “somehow” 

and “maybe” — and all those promises that are unspoken matters of the heart. Just two 

people working out what they want what they believe what they hope for each other. All 

these common things, and more, are the real process of a wedding. 
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The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way of saying to one another, “You 

know all those things we’ve promised and hoped and dreamed — well, I meant it all, every 

word.” 

 

Look at one another and remember this moment in time. Before this moment you have been 

many things to one another— acquaintance, friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, and 

even teacher, for you have learned much from one another in these last few years. You have 

learned that good company and friendship count for more than good looks. And you have 

learned that marriage is a maze into which we wonder- a maze that is best got through with a 

great companion. Now you shall say a few words that take you across a threshold of life, 

and things will never quite be the same between you. For after these vows, you shall say to 

the world, this is my husband, this is my wife. 

 

************************************************************************** 

Love is like a butterfly- 
                            Dolly Parton 

 

Love is like a butterfly-soft and gentle like a sigh. 

The multicolored moods of love are like its satin wings. 

Love makes your heart feel strange inside 

It flutters like soft wings in flight 

Love is like a butterfly, a rare and gentle thing! 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Take a moment wedding day reading (Author unknown) *This beautiful reading is 

perfect for right before you are pronounced married! 
 

Before I pronounce you married partners; I have just one more thing I want to do. Your 

wedding day is one that seems to fly. It’s a day filled with emotion, friend’s, rings and 

dances. Many people remember how fleeting their own wedding day was. So I want you to 

take a few seconds to look into each other’s eyes. Think about the happiness that you are 

feeling in this place, in this moment. Really let that feeling register in your heart and your 

mind. Now, I want you to think about your life together in 20 years. Where are you? What 

are you doing? We all know that your visions of the future are not identical but always 

complementary. John Lennon once said “A dream you dream alone is only a dream, a dream 

you dream together –– THAT is reality”    That new reality starts now. 

********************************************************************* 
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The Promise  
                 by Heather Berry 

 

Within this blessed union of souls, 

Where two hearts intertwine to become one, 

There lies a promise perfectly born, 

Divinely created, and intimately shared, 

It is a place where the hope and majesty of beginnings reside. 

Where all things are made possible by the astounding love shared by two spirits. 

As you hold each other’s hands in this promise, 

And eagerly look into the future in each other’s eyes, 

May your unconditional love and devotion  

 take you to places were you’ve both only dreamed. 

Where you’ll dwell for a lifetime of happiness, 

Sheltered in the warmth of each other’s arms. 

********************************************************************************* 

1 Corinthians.13:4-13 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 

it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, but the greatest of these is love. 

******************************************** 

Another version: 

1 Corinthians13: V.1-7 & 13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong, or a 

clanging cymbal, And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I 

gain nothing. 

 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but 
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rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. 

 

So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Poem based on Corinthians-long version 
 

GOD IS LOVE 

May you have His kind of love for each other. 

LOVE IS PATIENT AND KIND 

May you be able to lovingly overlook each other’s faults and 

weaknesses. 

 

LOVE IS NOT JEALOUS OR BOASTFUL 

May you seek praise for each other and not for yourselves. 

 

LOVE IS NOT ARROGANT OR RUDE 

May you give of yourselves for each other’s needs and treat one 

another with utmost respect. 

 

LOVE DOES NOT INSIST ON ITS OWN WAY 

May you genuinely listen to each other with a willingness to be 

wrong yourselves 

 

LOVE IS NOT IRRITABLE OR RESENTFUL 

May you be tolerant of each other’s moods, always ready to forgive, 

never holding a grudge. 

 

LOVE DOES NOT REJOICE AT WRONG BUT REJOICES IN THE RIGHT 

May you experience happiness because of each other’s triumphs and successes. 

 

LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS 

May you seek to understand each other’s differences, knowing you will stick together 

through it all 
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LOVE HOPES ALL THINGS 

May you always expect the best in each situation, regardless of temporary setbacks. 

 

LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS 

May you never give up your commitment to work on improving your relationship. 

 

LOVE NEVER ENDS 

May you spend the rest of your lives together enjoying His love. 

 

GOD IS LOVE 

(1 Corinthians 13 and 1 John 4) 
 

********************************************************************* 

The Lord’s Prayer (Nice way to begin a Christian ceremony) 
One of the most significant Christian traditions is the saying of the Lord’s Prayer. It calls upon God in 

great faith, trust and confidence. Let us establish ourselves in God’s presence as we join together in this 

beautiful prayer: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.           TOP 

************************************************************************************* 
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**This is beautiful for a beach ceremony or any ceremony* 
 

When you love someone, you do not love them all the time, in exactly the same way, from 

moment to moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie to pretend to. And yet this is 

exactly what most of us demand. 

 

We have so little faith in the ebb and flow of life, of love, of relationships. We leap at the 

flow of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will never return. We insist on 

permanency, on duration, on continuity; when the only continuity possible, in life as in love, 

is in growth, in fluidity – in freedom, in the sense that the dancers are free, barely touching 

as they pass, but partners in the same pattern. 

 

The only real security is not in owning or possessing, not in demanding or expecting, not in 

hoping, even. 

 

Security in a relationship lies neither in looking back to what was in nostalgia, nor forward 

to what it might be in dread or anticipation, but living in the present relationship and 

accepting it as it is now. Relationships must be like islands, one must accept them for what 

they are here and now, within their limits – islands, surrounded and interrupted by the sea, 

and continually visited and abandoned by the tides. 

(Gift From The Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh) 

 

************************************************************************************* 

What If All We Ever Wanted  

By Tyler Knott Gregson 
 

What if all we have ever wanted isn't hiding in some secret and far away dream, 

But inside of us now as we breathe one another 

And find home in the way our arms seem to fit perfectly around the spaces between us? 

What if we are the answer and love was the question? 

What if all this time it was us you were supposed to find? 

I am filled with wonderings, questions, and doubt. 

But one of these things I am certain: 

It will always be you that gives flight to the butterflies inside me, 

Calm to the sea I have become, 

And hope to the darkness all around us. 
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It is you and it has always been you.... you. 

You that soothes and excites and spreads joy like rainfall on the already damp earth; 

You that pulled me from the longest sleep and kissed my eyelids awake. 

If life is a question mark, then you, my love, are the proud and bold period that is typed with 

certainty. 

************************************************************************************* 

Marriage Prayer* 
This can be read by the Officiant, but is extra special if read by a parent, grandparent or other special person to the 
couple during the ceremony: 

 

My marriage prayer for you is this: 

 That you will always remember the qualities that attracted you to each other when 

you first met and how you felt as your feelings of attraction turned into respect, 

admiration and finally love. 

 That you will work hard to turn your feelings of love into acts of love so that nothing 

and no one can divide you. 

 That your love might grow to hear all things, believe all things, and hope for all 

things, and endure all things. 

 I pray that your love increases and overflows, beyond anything you can yet imagine. 

******************************************************************************** 

Marriage Blessing 
by Joanna Fuchs 

 

May your marriage always be blessed 

with the pure and profoundly loving feelings 

drawing you so closely together now: 

extraordinary communication, 

listening and understanding, 

putting yourselves in the other’s place, 

as well as expressing your own needs; 

eagerness to compromise, 

because you love so much, you want to give 

whatever is needed, wanted, for happiness; 

and deep commitment to do whatever it takes 

to maintain the strong bond 

present on your wedding day. 

May your marriage always be blessed, now and forever. 

****************************************** 
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Hand in Hand you enter marriage; hand in hand you step out in faith. The hand you freely 

give to each other, is both the strongest and the most tender part of your body. In the years 

ahead you will need both strength and tenderness. Be firm in your commitment. Don't let 

your grip become weak. And yet, be flexible as you go through change. Don't let your hold 

become intolerable. Strength and tenderness...Firm commitment and flexibility....of such is a 

marriage made, hand in hand: Remember this well! 

************************************************************** 

Love, Joy, Understanding, Friendship, Courage... 
 

In joining your lives may God grant you both... 

Love... to afford each other a special quality of time together. 

Joy...in the accomplishments of one another. 

Understanding...that your interests and desires will not always be the same. 

Friendship...based on mutual trust. 

Courage...to speak of a misunderstanding and to work on a solution before the setting of the 

sun. 

Compassion...to comfort each other in pain and sorrow. 

Foresight...to realize rainbows follow rainy days. 

Imagination...to keep with you part of the child you used to be. 

Mirth...from your sense of humor. 

Awareness...to live each day with the knowledge that there is no promise of tomorrow. 

May God bless you and keep you in the Palm of His hand. 

 

******************************************************************* 

Blessing 
May you never take each other for granted but always experience the wonders of your 

union. May your love consist not only in gazing into each other’s eyes, but also in looking 

outward in the same direction. May your life together be a source of strength and inspiration 

to yourselves, your families and your friends. May you never forget the beginning of your 

love for one another, take care of it, nurture it, and allow it to grow strong and firm in the 

years that are to come. May you always concentrate on making each other happy and secure 

in your commitment to one another and always rely on your ability to keep the promises you 

have made to one another today throughout the thick and thin of life’s experiences. And may 

you always be in love. May your love be as beautiful each day you share as it is on this day 

of Your Wedding and may all of your wishes come true. 
 

****************************************************************************** 
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An excerpt from The Prophet  

by Kihlil Gibran 

 

(This first line is optional)   

Then Almitra spoke again and said, "And what of Marriage, master?" 

And he answered saying: 

You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore. 

You shall be together when white wings of death scatter your days. 

(Aye), you shall be together even in the silent memory of God. 

But let there be spaces in your togetherness, 

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you. 

Love one another but make not a bond of love: 

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. 

Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup. 

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf. 

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone, 

Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. 

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping. 

For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts. 

And stand together, yet not too near together: 

For the pillars of the temple stand apart, 

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow. 

************************************************************************************* 

This Day 
           (Author unknown) 

 

May this day shine eternally in your lives. 

May it add brilliance to every achievement 

and cast a divine light over any misfortune. 

May you care for each other in all sadness. 

May you give cheer to each other. 

May you give vitality to each other in all undertakings. 

May all that is virtuous, beautiful and honest, remain with you always. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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"Love’s Journey” 
                  by Amanda Prescott  

(Beautiful for any couple, especially a couple who may have met later in life, reconnected after 
years or been together a while) 
 

The road to happiness is laden with twists and turns, sharp and winding. The obstacles 

never-ending. Each day gives us hope for a brighter tomorrow, new beginnings. The 

promise of things to come. Our hopes and dreams never-fading, nor will we allow it. 

When the days wear long and it seems I can barely hold on, I close my eyes and think of 

you. And just as the warmth of the sun touches my skin, I recall how you have touched my 

heart. 

 

I take a deep breath and sigh. I picture your smile, the innocence in your laughter. I think of 

how you have brought so much love, faith, hope and happiness into my life. Proving that 

true love really does exist. I think of your touch, the warmth in your embrace. I feel your 

strength in everything that you do. And it gives me the strength and courage to push 

forward. I’ve never felt so complete or so alive till I found you. 

 

I open my eyes, smiling. Knowing nothing can bring me down. The road to happiness has 

been long. Sometimes taking us down a worn and beaten path. Our faith in love has pulled 

us through, showing us the way. And so, we shall walk side by side, eternally, through our 

loves journey. 

************************************************************************************* 

Themed Poems: 

Couple who enjoys motorcycle riding: 

Come Ride with Me. 
 

Come join with me stay by my side 

Hop on board let’s take a ride 

Hold on tight, the ride is long. 

Come ride with me where you belong. 

Come aboard my horse of steel 

Hold me close and let me feel 

The need in you as strong as mine. 

Come ride with me, we’ll be just fine 
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Come take a ride and trust in me 

We’ll ride as one for all to see. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

For the couple who likes to travel: 
Love and Marriage are a lot like a road trip. With this in mind I would like to share a reading with you(by 

Nikki Giovanni) 

 

“We love because it’s the only true adventure.” The truest adventure is opening your heart to 

another, rather than hiding it in a safe box under lock and key. After all, falling in love is not 

for the faint of heart. It takes a special kind of courage to entangle your heartstrings with 

another’s and wander hand in hand into an unknown future together. 

 

Every unknown involves an element of risk, but daring to love has the utmost risk. 

It means trusting your heart to another in hopes that they will give you theirs in exchange. 

Everyone knows love can be unpredictable. There is no map to pull out and examine when 

you get lost. There are twists and turns and you never know where the road will lead next or 

if it will suddenly and abruptly end. 

 

However, the reward of the journey is invaluable and infuses meaning into life like all great 

adventures do. 

 

(this next part is optional): 

As you begin this new adventure in your life I ask you to remember: 

Marriage makes the journey of life more exciting, rewarding and fulfilling 

After all what could be better than an adventure with your best friend 

A journey is more fun when you take the time to stop and enjoy all that comes your way 

When things happen that will slow down your journey such as the occasional speed bump, 

flat tire or detour, remember to treat yourself and each other with respect, and remind 

yourself often of what brought you together today. Give the highest priority to the 

tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your partnership deserves. focus on what still seems 

right between you, not only the part that seems wrong. This way, when clouds of trouble 

hide the sun in your lives and you lose sight of it for a moment, you can remember that the 

sun is still there. And if each of you will take responsibility for the quality of your life 

together, it will be marked by abundance and delight. 

 

The joy is not in the destination but in the journey itself.      TOP 
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So as you embark on this new adventure I simply say to you “Buckle Up” and enjoy the ride 

******************************************************************************* 

Butterfly Poems  
           for butterfly release: 

May the wings of the butterfly kiss the sun 

And find your shoulder to light on, 

To bring you luck, happiness and riches 

Today, tomorrow and beyond. 

****************************************************************************** 

An American Indian Legend 

According to an American Indian Legend: 

If anyone desires a wish to come true they must first capture a butterfly and whisper that 

wish to it. By making a wish and giving the butterfly its freedom, the wish will be taken to 

the heavens and be granted. 

(As you release your butterflies, whisper your wish for the newly wedded couple, and 

that the butterfly will carry your wish to Heaven – from where all blessings flow..) 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Butterfly Benediction’s 
by Richard D. Breen, copyright 2003 

May the morning sun caress you, 

The rains of change refresh you, 

And the gentle breeze of His Spirit 

Lift the wings of your transformation. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

As we celebrate this day, let us release these butterflies as a symbolic gesture of Joy and 
Happiness to ____________. 

As the butterflies dance from flower to flower, may their lives together 

enjoy the same Bountiful Joy and New Beginnings. 

And as the butterflies charm us with their grace and beauty, may their lives 

equally bring joy to others, and grace to God. 

 

                                                                                  By MonarchBouquets.com. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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Maybe    
               (Anonymous)- 

(I love this reading for any wedding but it’s especially poignant for those who have had to go through the 
bad to get to the good ) 

 

 -Maybe...We are supposed to meet the wrong people before meeting the right one so 

that, when we finally meet the right person, we will know how to be grateful for that 

gift 

 -Maybe...it is true that we don't know what we have got until we lose it, but it is also 

true that we don't know what we have been missing until it arrives 

 -Maybe...the happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything; they 

just make the most of everything that comes along their way 

 -Maybe...the best kind of love is the kind you can sit on a sofa together and never say 

a word, and then walk away feeling like it was the best conversation you've ever had 

 -Maybe...you shouldn't go for looks; they can deceive. Don't go for wealth; even that 

fades away. Go for someone who makes you smile, because it takes only a smile to 

make a dark day seem bright. 

 -Maybe...you should hope for enough happiness to make you sweet, enough trials to 

make you strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, and enough hope to make you 

happy 

 -Maybe... Love is not about finding the perfect person, it's about learning to see an 

imperfect person perfectly.' 

************************************************************************************ 

Irish blessings/poems: 

Irish Wedding Blessing Option 1: 
 

May the road rise to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rains fall soft upon the fields. 

 

May the light of friendship guide your paths together. 

May the laughter of children grace the halls of your home. 

 

May the joy of living for one another trip a smile from your lips, 

A twinkle from your eye. 
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And when eternity beckons, at the end of a life heaped high with love, 

May the good Lord embrace you with the arms that have nurtured you 

the whole length of your joy-filled days. 

May the gracious God hold you both in the palm of His hands. 

 

And, today, may the Spirit of Love find a dwelling place in your hearts. Amen. 

 

Irish Wedding Blessing, option 2 short version:  
May your mornings bring joy and your evenings bring peace. May your troubles grow few 

as your blessings increase. May the saddest day of your future be no worse than the happiest 

day of your past. 

 

Irish Wedding Blessing option 3 long version:  
May your mornings bring joy and your evenings bring peace. 

May your troubles grow few as your blessings increase. 

May the saddest day of your future 

Be no worse than the happiest day of your past. 

May your hands be forever clasped in friendship 

And your hearts joined forever in love. 

Your lives are very special, 

God has touched you in many ways. 

May his blessings rest upon you 

And fill all your coming days. 

 

Irish wedding Blessing option 4.  
May your hands be forever clasped in friendship and your hearts joined forever in love. 

Your lives are very special, God has touched you in many ways. May his blessings rest upon 

you and fill all your coming days. 

 

Irish Wedding Blessing option 5.  
May you always have enough happiness to keep you sweet, trials to keep you strong, 

success to make you eager, friends to give you comfort, wealth to meet your needs, 

enthusiasm to look for tomorrow, and a growing love to make each day better than the day 

before. 

 

*************************************************************************** 
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As Robert Fulghum once wrote  
“We’re all a little weird. And life is a little weird. And when we find someone whose 

weirdness is compatible with ours, we join up with them and fall into mutually satisfying 

weirdness—and call it love—true love.” 

*************************************************************************** 

All I Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten,"  

by Robert Fulgham 
 

All of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do, and how to be, I learned 

in Kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the 

sandbox at nursery school. 

These are the things I learned… 

Share everything. 

Play fair. 

Don't hit people. 

Put things back where you found them. 

Clean up your own mess. 

Don't take things that aren't yours. 

Say sorry when you hurt somebody. 

Wash your hands before you eat. 

Flush. 

Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. Give them to someone who feels sad. 

Live a balanced life. 

Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work 

 every day. 

Take a nap every afternoon. 

Be aware of wonder. 

 

Remember the little seed in the plastic cup? The roots go down and the plant goes up and 

nobody really knows how or why, but we are all like that. 

 

Everything you need to know is in there somewhere. 

 

And it is still true, no matter how old you are, when you go out into the world, it is best to 

hold hands and stick together. 

************************************************************************************* 
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“If I Should Fall Behind”  
                               by Bruce Springsteen  
(*This is really beautiful when either the bride or groom read it to the other) 

 

We said we'd walk together, baby, come what may. 

That come the twilight should we lose our way 

If as we're walking, a hand should slip free, 

I'll wait for you. 

And should I fall behind, 

Wait for me. 

 

We swore we'd travel, darling side by side. 

We'd help each other stay in stride. 

But each lover's steps fall so differently. 

But I'll wait for you. 

And if I should fall behind, 

Wait for me. 

 

Now everyone dreams of a love lasting and true. 

But you and I know what this world can do. 

So let's make our steps clear, so that the other may see, 

And I'll wait for you. 

If I should fall behind, 

Wait for me. 

 

Now there's a beautiful river in the valley ahead. 

There 'neath the oak's bough soon we will be wed. 

Should we lose each other in the shadow of the evening trees, 

I'll wait for you. 

And should I fall behind, 

Wait for me. 

 

Darling… I'll wait for you. 

Should I fall behind, 

Wait for me. 

******************************************************************* 

TOP 
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Native American Prayer: 
God in heaven above please protect the ones we love. 

We honor all you created as _____ and ___ pledge their hearts and lives together. 

We honor mother-earth - and ask for their marriage to be abundant and grow stronger 

through the seasons; 

We honor fire - and ask that their union be warm and glowing with love in their hearts; 

We honor wind - and ask that they sail through life safe and calm as in our father's arms; 

We honor water - to clean and soothe their relationship -that it may never thirsts for love; 

With all the forces of the universe you created, we pray for harmony and true happiness as 

they forever grow young together. Amen. 

***************************************************************** 

France -  
           Matthew of Rievaulx - 13th century 

 

The winter will lose its cold, 

as the snow will be without whiteness, 

The night without darkness, 

the heavens without stars, 

the day without light, 

The flower will lose its beauty, 

all fountains their water, 

the sea its fish, 

the tree its birds, 

the forest its beasts, 

the earth its harvest - 

All these things will pass before 

anyone breaks the bonds of our love, 

And before I cease caring for you in my heart. 

May your days be happy in number as flakes of snow, 

May your nights be peaceful, 

and may you be without troubles. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Bob Marley 
 

Only once in your life, I truly believe, you find someone who can completely turn your 

world around. You tell them things that you’ve never shared with another soul and they 

absorb everything you say and actually want to hear more. You share hopes for the future, 
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dreams that will never come true, goals that were never achieved and the many 

disappointments life has thrown at you. 

When something wonderful happens, you can’t wait to tell them about it, knowing they will 

share in your excitement. 

The things that seem insignificant to most people such as a note, song or walk become 

invaluable treasures kept safe in your heart to cherish forever. 

In their presence, there’s no need for continuous conversation, you find you’re quite content 

in just having them nearby. 

Things that never interested you before become fascinating because you know they are 

important to this person who is so special to you. 

You think of this person on every occasion and in everything you do. 

You open your heart knowing that there’s a chance it may be broken one day and in opening 

your heart, you experience a love and joy that you never dreamed possible. 

You find strength in knowing you have a true friend and possibly a soul mate who will 

remain loyal to the end. 

Life seems completely different, exciting and worthwhile. Your only hope and security is in 

knowing that they are a part of your life. 

******************************************************************************* 

The Bridge Across Forever  
                              (by Richard Bach) 
 

A soul mate is someone who has locks that fit our keys, and keys to fit our locks. When we 

feel safe enough to open the locks, our truest selves step out and we can be completely and 

honestly who we are; we can be loved for who we are and not for who we’re pretending to 

be. Each unveils the best part of the other. No matter what else goes wrong around us, with 

that one person we’re safe in our own paradise. Our soul mate is someone who shares our 

deepest longings, our sense of direction. When we’re two balloons, and together our 

direction is up, chances are we’ve found the right person. Our soul mate is the one who 

makes life come to life. 

**************************************************************************** 
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Time and Love  
                     (Author unknown) 

Time is the essence of everyone’s life, 

Take time with your loved ones, 

Have the time of your life. 

For nobody knows what tomorrow may bring, 

Be it luck, be it love, 

Can be most anything. 

But one thing I do know I’ll forever 

Love you still, 

My heart keeps on beating and my 

Dreams fulfill. 

Every minute, every day, that you pass my way, 

I’ll love you forever, tomorrow and today. 

***************************************************************************** 

I carry your heart  
               by E. E. Cummings 

 

*This reading can be beautiful for the couple to read to each other, each taking a paragraph 

 

I carry your heart with me (I carry it in my heart) 

I am never without it (anywhere 

I go you go, my dear; and whatever is done 

by only me is your doing, my darling) 

 

I fear no fate (for you are my fate, my sweet) 

I want no world (for beautiful you are my world, my true) 

and it’s you are whatever a moon has always meant 

and whatever a sun will always sing is you 

 

Here is the deepest secret nobody knows 

(Here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud 

and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows 

higher than soul can hope or mind can hide) 

and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart 

 

I carry your heart (I carry it in my heart) 

**************************************************************************** 
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From the Beyond Words Daily Readings in the ABC's of Faith 
 

They say they will love, comfort, honor each other to the end of their days. They say they 

will cherish each other and be faithful to each other always. They say they will do these 

things not just when they feel like it, but even - for better for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 

sickness and in health - when they don't feel like it at all. In other words, the vows they 

make could hardly be more extravagant. They give away their freedom. They take on 

themselves each other's burdens. They bind their lives together. The question is, what do 

they get in return? 

They get each other in return. There will always be the other to talk to, to listen to. There is 

still someone to get through the night with, to wake into the new day beside. If they have 

children, they can give them, as well as each other, roots and wings. If they don't have 

children, they each become the other's child. 

They both still have their lives apart as well as a life together. They both still have their 

separate ways to find. But a marriage made in heaven is one where a man and a woman 

become more richly themselves together than the chances are either of them could ever have 

managed to become alone. 

************************************************************************** 

On Your Wedding Day”  
                             (Anon) 

 

Today is a day you will always remember 

The greatest in anyone’s life. 

You’ll start off the day just two people in love 

And end it as Husband and Wife. 

 

It’s a brand new beginning the start of a journey 

With moments to cherish and treasure, 

And although there’ll be times when you both disagree 

These will surely be outweighed by pleasure. 

 

You’ll have heard many words of advice in the past 

When the secrets of marriage were spoken, 

But you know that the answers lie hidden inside 

Where the bond of true love lies unbroken. 

 

TOP 
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So live happy forever as lovers and friends, 

It’s the dawn of a new life for you, 

As you stand there together with love in your eyes 

From the moment you whisper ‘I do’. 

 

And with luck, all your hopes, and your dreams can be real. 

May success find its way to your hearts. 

Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joys, 

But today is the day it all starts! 

**************************************************************************** 

Victor Hugo,  
                        Les Misérables 
 

You can give without loving, but you can never love without giving. 

The great acts of love are done by those who are habitually performing small acts of 

kindness. 

We pardon to the extent that we love. 

Love is knowing that even when you are alone, you will never be lonely again. 

And great happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved. 

Loved for ourselves. 

And even loved in spite of ourselves.” 

****************************************************************************" 

The Velveteen Rabbit  

by Margery Williams 
"What is REAL?" asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by side near the 

nursery fender, before Nana came to tidy the room. "Does it mean having things that buzz 

inside you and a stick-out handle?" 

"Real isn't how you are made," said the Skin Horse. "It's a thing that happens to you. When a 

child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you 

become Real." 

"Does it hurt?" asked the Rabbit. 

"Sometimes," said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. "When you are Real you don't 

mind being hurt." 

"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up," he asked, "or bit by bit?" 
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"It doesn't happen all at once," said the Skin Horse. "You become. It takes a long time. 

That's why it doesn't happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who 

have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are real, most of your hair has been 

loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these 

things don't matter at all, because once you are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who 

don't understand." 

************************************************************************** 

“Love”  
                  (by Roy Croft) 

 I love you, not only for what you are, but for what I am when I am with you. 

 I love you – not only for what you have made of yourself, but for what you are 

making of me. 

 I love you – for the part of me that you bring out. 

 I love you  – for putting your hand  – Into my heaped-up heart – and passing over all 

the foolish, weak things  – that you can’t help dimly seeing there. And for drawing 

out – Into the light – all the beautiful belongings  – that no one else had looked  – 

quite far enough to find. 

 I love you because you are helping me to make of the lumber of my life – not a 

tavern  – but a temple. 

 Out of the works – of my every day – not a reproach  – but a song. 

 I love you  – because you have done – more than any creed – could have done  – to 

make me good – and more than any fate  – could have done  – to make me happy. 

 You have done it  – without a touch, without a word – without a sign. 

 You have done it  – by being yourself. 
************************************************************************************* 

Blessing of the hands:          (This is very nice done after the rings) 
 

Officiant:    Please face each other and take each other’s hands so that you may see the gift 

that they are to you. 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you, that are 

holding yours on your wedding day, as you promise to love each other today, tomorrow and 

forever. 

These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as you build your future together. 

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years and 

with the slightest touch, will comfort you like no other. 

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief fills your mind. 
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These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes, tears of sorrow 

and tears of joy. 

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children, the hands that will join your 

family as one. 

These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it, support and 

encouragement to pursue your dreams, and comfort you through difficult times. 

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still be reaching for 

yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch. 

~~~Or the shorter version~~~ 

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a 

lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow 

and tears of joy. 

These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief racks 

your mind. 

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. 

These are the hands that will give you support and encourage you to chase your dreams. 

Together, everything you wish for can be realized. 

 

Movie lines: 
 

From The Notebook 
 

The best kind of love is the kind that awakens the soul and makes us reach for more. 

************************************************************************* 

And of course the Twilight vows: 
 

I, Edward Cullen, take you Isabella Swan, to be my lawfully wedded wife, my constant 

friend, my faithful partner, my love from this day forward. In the presence of God, our 

family and friends, I offer you my solemn vow to be your faithful partner in sickness and in 

health, and in joy as well as in sorrow. I promise to love you unconditionally, to support you 

in everything, to honor and respect you, to laugh with you and cry with you, and to cherish 

you for as long as we both shall live 
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I, Isabella Marie Swan, take you Edward Anthony Masen Cullen to be my beloved husband, 

to have and to hold you, to honor you, to treasure you, to be at your side in sorrow and in 

joy, in good times, and in the bad, and to love and cherish you always. I promise you this, 

from my heart, for all of the days of our lives.” 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Back to the Future 
 

Where Doc says..   "Your future hasn’t been written yet. No one's has. Your future is 

whatever you make it. So make it a good one, both of ya.” 

***************************************************************************** 

Susan Sarandon in Shall We Dance: 
 

We need a witness to our lives. There's a billion 

people on the planet... I mean, what does a single life 

really mean? But in a marriage, you're promising to 

care about everything. The good things, the bad things, 

the terrible things, the mundane things... all of it, 

all of the time, every day. You're saying 'Your life 

will not go unnoticed because I will notice it. 

Your life will not go un-witnessed because I will be your witness." 
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